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From the Managing Editor 
 

Faith issues and impasses exist as the churches 
crisscross with politics and cultures. Such are problems 
that confront theology and other disciplines and the four 
articles in this volume chart some common grounds in 
RUdeU WR XQdeUVWaQd WheP. The aUWLcOeV· aXWhRUV haYe 
employed insights and perspectives from other 
disciplines, and in the process, proffered theological-
SaVWRUaO NQRZOedge WhaW aUe PRUe QXaQced (RU ´caVeV 
VeQVLWLYeµ) WhaQ XVXaOO\ LPagLQed RU WheRUL]ed. 

FeUdLQaQd D. DagPaQg·V ´GeRgUaSh\, SRcLeW\, aQd 
Culture: Enablers (or Inhibitors) of Basic Ecclesial 
CRPPXQLW\ DeYeORSPeQW,µ LV a UeVeaUch RXWSXW fURP Whe 
grounds of Basic Ecclesial Communities (BECs). In 
particular, it cites the BEC experiences in the Diocese of 
Boac in Marinduque and culls out learnings from those 
cRPPXQLWLeV ´WhURXgh Whe ZLdeU caQYaV Rf VRcLeW\, 
cXOWXUe, aQd geRgUaShLeV.µ The aUWLcOe attempts to 
LdeQWLf\ Whe ´hLddeQ, fULeQdO\ UeaOLWLeVµ WhaW facLOLWaWe a 
more robust and participatory development of the BECs 
in the Diocese. In doing so, it hinted at the fact that 
BECs in other dioceses in the country would be better 
understood with the unconcealing or deeper 
XQdeUVWaQdLQg Rf Whe ´OLfeZRUOd, ZRUN, eYeU\da\ OLfe, aQd 
dLVSRVLWLRQµ Rf Whe PePbeUV WRZaUd cRPPXQLW\ 
involvement. 

´A TheRORgLcaO EWhLcaO CULWLTXe Rf PROLWLcaO 
Dynasties: A Sociobiological and Evolutionary 
PeUVSecWLYe,µ LV LaZUeQce SaQWLagR PedUegRVa·V aQaO\VLV 
of political dynasties in the Philippines through the lens 
of sociobiology. Without being oblivious to a few 
advantages out of this cultural reality running through 
the long gamut of Philippine politics, it dissects in more 
critical ways, mainly through juxtaposition with non-
human behavior within the larger evolutionary scale, as 
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´eWhLcaOO\ SURbOePaWLcµ LQ YLeZ Rf VRPe SROLWLcaO 
dePRcUaWLc LdeaOV LQcOXdLQg ´eTXaO RSSRUWXQLW\, 
WUaQVSaUeQc\, aQd SURfeVVLRQaOLVP.µ PROLWLcaO d\QaVWies 
compromise the theological values and ecclesial pursuit 
in society for the common good and social justice.  

NReO G. AVLRQeV· ´LRRNLQg FRUZaUd, LRRNLQg BacN: 
Framing the Interventions of the CBCP from the 
PeUVSecWLYe Rf OSLQLRQ EdLWRULaOV,µ LV a UeVeaUch article 
midwifed by thematic content analysis of opinion 
editorials from three major dailies in the country. It 
peeked at how a secular sector in our society such as the 
news media perceived or reacted to the Catholic Church 
hLeUaUch\·V LQWeUYeQWLRQV RQ State-initiated initiatives 
including the Reproductive Health law, national 
eOecWLRQV, aQd Whe ¶ZaU RQ dUXgV.· The UeVeaUch RXWcRPe 
hints at deeper discernment and pragmatic response 
ZLWhLQ Whe OaWLWXde Rf ´UeceSWLRQ RU QRQ-UeceSWLRQµ b\ Whe 
public of the ChXUch·V LQWeUYeQWLRQV RQ VRcLaO LVVXeV. 

´BacN WR BaVLcV: ReWULeYLQg SRPe LeVVRQV fURP 
ChULVWLaQ TUadLWLRQ,µ b\ Rebecca G. CachR LV a 
theological exposition on the import of the Christian 
TUadLWLRQ aQd LWV ́ OLfe-gLYLQg eOePeQWVµ fRU cRQWePSRUaU\ 
living. In the face of variegated challenges to the 
sociocultural lives of Filipinos, Tradition can be 
reaffirmed and re-aSSURSULaWed aV ´PRdeO aQd OLfeOLQe Rf 
SeRSOe·V LdeQWLW\, YaOXeV, QRUPV, RU Za\V Rf OLYLQg 
WRgeWheU aV hXPaQ beLQgV.µ The VXUSOXV Rf ZLVdRP 
seasoned through time in Tradition, deepened and 
protected by many generations of believers and 
exemplars of the faith can help enrich the lives of 
Filipinos both imperiled by emerging societal disvalues 
but are also anchored on cherished, life-sustaining, 
values. An empowering dialogue between local cultures 
aQd TUadLWLRQ aV Whe ´haQdLQg RQ Rf OLfeµ LV caVW aV a 
transformative one for the living out of faith, hope, and 
love in the polis.    
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ThRPaV MRRUeQ·V ´MaUULage LQ IVOaPµ cRPeV aV 

Notes in this volume, providing glimpses on inter-
religious marriage. While there are legal parameters to 
contend with, Mooren argues for its theological 
aesthetics, its covenantal character, and how people 
XVheUed LQWR WhLV ´P\VWeU\µ caQ aOVR fLQd UeVW, ORYe, and 
compassion as adPRQLVhed LQ Whe QXU·aQ. WLWhLQ WhLV 
covenantal theology of marriage, its inter-religious 
import resonates with the familiar Christian ground of 
sacramentality where marriages are also mirrors of the 
covenant between God and humankind.  
 

Alvenio G. Mozol 
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